572                              THE  LIFE  OF  NELSON
28th, put into Vigo Bay; whence, by a lucky slant of wind, they reached Ferrol on the first of August with fifteen ships, having left three in Vigo. (Jalder sent five of his f!c*i»t to resume the blockade of ttochefort, and himself with nine joined Gornwallia off Brest, raising the force there to twenty-six. This junction was made August 14th. The ni'xt day appeared there the indefatigable Nelson, with his unwearied and ever ready squadron of eleven ships —veterans in the highest sense of the word, in organization, practice, and endurance ; alert, and solid as men of iron.
This important and most opportune arrival came about as follows. Anchoring on the 19th of July at Gibraltar, Nelson found everything ready for the re-equipment of his ships, owing to his foresight in directing it. All set to work at ouea to prepare for immediate departure. When I have " completed the fleet to four months' provisions, and with stores for Channel service," he wrote to the Admiralty, " I shall get the Mediterranean, leaving a sufficient force to gen a, and proceed as upon a due' consideration, (on Vice-Admiral Collingwood's orders, and those which Boar-Admiral Sir Richard Bickerton may have received during my absence,) may suggest to be most proper. Should I h«»ar that the enemy are gone to some of the ports in tin* Buy, I shall join the squadron off Ferrol, or off Unhant, as I think the cases requires." There will bo observed here the name striking combination of rapidity, circumspection, and purjmac prepitrett by reflection for instant action in emergencies that character* ized him usually, and especially in these four months of chano. "The squadron is in the most perfect health," he contimum, " except some symptoms of scurvy, which I hop© to eriidkmtw by bullocks and refreshments from IVtuan, to whit'll I will proceed to-morrow." The getting fr«»«h bc«»f ut 'IV titan, it will be remembered, had Imen Htoppwl by a fair wind on tin? 5th of May. Since then, and in fact »incw a month wirlwr, 1111 opportunity of obtaining fresh provisions had offrnxl during his rapid movements. "The floot rtwivwl not thi» Hinalleftt refreshment, not even a cup of water in th<* W«*«t huU<%" Im told the Queen of Naples. The* admiral himself g«fc wily a few sheep, in the nine days' round.
Even now, the intention to go to Tetuan,                as Iht